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Wandering along the wood-chipped paths of 

the Burnham Wildlife Corridor (BWC), visitors 

encounter native plants and wildlife in a variety 

of natural ecosystems. Unexpectedly, something 

unique emerges from the landscape: a spiral 

table, a ring of interlocking butterfly wings, 

a philosopher’s stone, a collection of woven 

willow forms, a painted bird with mosaic wings. 

These are the Burnham Wildlife Corridor Gath-

ering Spaces, a series of artistic installations 

interspersed throughout the BWC that reflect 

the nature and culture of the area and serve as 

assembly grounds, resting areas, and places of 

contemplation.

The project is the result of a collaboration 

among the Chicago Park District, The Field 

Museum and community partners to improve 

the quality of life for Chicago residents through 

deepening connections to nature in the city. The 

five Gathering Spaces were designed, created, 

and activated by teams of local artists and com-

munity-based organizations from the nearby 

neighborhoods of Bronzeville, Chinatown, and 

Pilsen. The spaces pay homage to and respect 

their surroundings by utilizing natural materials 

such as wood, stone, and native plants.

A 100-acre ribbon of meandering urban wilder-

ness, the BWC is the longest and largest expanse 

of Chicago Park District Natural Area along  

Chicago’s south lakefront. It stretches from  

McCormick Place on the north to 47th Street  

on the south. The BWC’s native ecosystems—  

including prairie, savanna, and woodland—provide 

healthy, diverse habitats for migratory birds and 

other wildlife and offer opportunities for visitors 

to connect to the natural world.

The success of the Gathering Spaces is palpable, 

measured in the collective energy of the partners 

in this artistic and socially responsive placemaking 

effort. Going forward, activation of the Gathering 

Spaces through opportunities that celebrate the 

ecological context and cultural significance of the 

Burnham Wildlife Corridor will shape its legacy.

The Gathering Spaces were designed and 

created over a period of two years. They were 

photographed by Sandra Steinbrecher between 

March and June 2016.

“The modern naturalist must realize that in some of its branches his profession, while more than  

ever a science, has also become an art.”    — Theodore Roosevelt
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This site includes several organic sculptural 

forms woven from native willow branches that 

rise from the ground in different heights and 

shapes. Some of these forms serve as seating, 

and some have “sound ports” or “nesting ports”. 

These openings allow for visibility through the 

forms as well as opportunities for specific audial 

experiences between people and the natural 

space. This piece commemorates and remem-

bers the strength and resilience of thousands of 

African Americans who made the journey from 

the South seeking better opportunities North 

during the Great Migration.

Lead artists 

Fo Wilson, Norman Teague, and Chris Buchakjian

Architects:  

Monica Chadha and Mike Newman

Landscape Architects:  

Nilay Mistry and Nathan Wright

Willow Furniture Maker and Consultant: 

Dave Chapman

Community Partner

Bronzeville Community Development Partnership

(Bronzeville)

Sounding Bronzeville
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